October 19, 2015 by James Madison University
By NICOLETTE CHUSS
contributing writer 
The onset of fall isn’t the only prominent change students will 
see at JMU within the next couple of weeks. Starting Monday, 
construction will begin on D-Hub, the temporary replacement 
of D-Hall.
For the past 51 years, Gibbons Hall, commonly known on cam-
pus as D-Hall, has been somewhat of a legacy at JMU. But the 
passage of time has caused a natural degradation to the circu-
lar structure of D-Hall, particularly in terms of plumbing issues, 
according to Bill Wyatt, JMU’s senior director of communications. 
Some could argue that D-Hall, which also houses Chick-fil-A, 
Market 1, Let’s Go! Local and Einstein Bros. Bagels, is in need of 
some serious renovations. So, the main question for the university 
was whether to repair or reconstruct the facility. 
“Basically, the university has done a cost-benefit analysis and 
has determined that it’s more beneficial to replace D-Hall with a 
new building than it is to renovate it,” Wyatt said.
Wyatt said the reconstruction of D-Hall will certainly be quite 
the spectacle during the 2016 and 2017 school years. In the mean-
time, D-Hub will stand in its place. 
“The purpose of D-Hub is basically a temporary dining facility 
that is being constructed so that this time next year, when D-Hall’s 
torn down, we have a place to actually feed the students,” Wyatt 
said.
Construction on the building will begin in the R1 parking lot 
behind the Village, starting with the process of fencing in half of 
the parking spaces where the building and construction materi-
als will be situated. 
One-third, or about 230 out of the total 684, R1 spaces will be 
taken away from the current lot once D-Hub is open for business 
in June 2016. To compensate for the lost spots, a shuttle will run 
from the R11 lot where Rockingham Hall used to be to the steps 
see D-HUB, page B2
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D-Hub will be a temporary tent-like facility that will act as D-Hall. 
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By RICHIE BOZEK
The Breeze 
In less than 140 characters Thursday, Lee Fit-
ting, the producer of ESPN’s “College GameDay” 
and a JMU alumnus (’96), excited the JMU fan 
base with a single tweet.
The tweet read, “JMU is on the ‘to be consid-
ered’ list for next week.”
On Sunday morning, the JMU community’s 
hope of having the national ESPN broad-
cast come to campus became a reality. Fitting 
again took to Twitter to announce that JMU 
was selected to host “GameDay” for its Home-
coming football game against the University of 
Richmond on Saturday. The program will air on 
ESPN from 9 a.m. to noon.
“This game with Richmond has been on 
our potential site list now for a little bit over a 
month,” Fitting said. “When Texas A&M and 
Ole Miss lost [Saturday], we were pretty firm 
in our stance that we were going to JMU … It 
just kind of worked out the perfect week. If this 
game versus Richmond was this past weekend,
see GAMEDAY, page B6
By CLAIRE HASKINS
The Breeze
Cultural exchange can sometimes be as easy 
as eating brownies together.
Tansy Tan, a sophomore accounting major 
from China, and Olivia McCormick, a senior 
psychology major from Edgewater, Maryland, 
met last spring through Conversation Partners, 
a program put on by International Student and 
Scholar Services (ISSS). Conversation Partners 
has about 50 pairs of students, or 100 individu-
als, involved in the program.
To some, it can be stressful getting to know 
someone new at first. When McCormick first 
joined the program, she wasn’t sure what 
to expect, but quickly recovered from her 
trepidation.
“I was really nervous because I had never had 
any experiences with the international students 
here,” McCormick said. 
Both students had been involved with Con-
versation Partners in previous semesters — Tan 
joined last fall during her first semester at JMU, 
and McCormick joined the spring before that — 
but the two clicked especially well and quickly 
overcame any barriers that they might have had 
to find plenty to talk about.
“We don’t really have any awkward times that 
we couldn’t find any topics,” Tan said.
ISSS pairs up international and domestic stu-
dents according to their common interests and 
hobbies, whether they have a common language 
besides English and their majors.
The program asks each pair to meet every 
week and go over questions that are emailed 
to them as part of the program. These ques-
tions can focus on the basics, from family 
see PARTNERS, page B1
By RICHIE BOZEK 
The Breeze 
ELON, N.C. — It was the perfect recipe for 
No. 5-ranked JMU to cook up an all-around 
dominant performance.
The Dukes defeated Elon University 51-0 
Saturday, improving their perfect record on 
the season to 7-0 overall and 4-0 in the Colo-
nial Athletic Association. It’s JMU’s first shutout 
of an opponent since Oct. 4, 2008 in a 56-0 win 
over Hofstra University and largest margin of 
see FOOTBALL, page B6
ESPN’s program will be on campus this weekend
JMU remains undefeated after shutting out Elon
LEFT Freshman running back Trai Sharp celebrates his first career touchdown on his fourth career carry. TOP Led by redshirt senior quarterback Vad Lee, the Dukes scored 51 points against the Phoenix of Elon 
University in Saturday’s game. BOTTOM LEFT Redshirt junior cornerback Taylor Reynolds tackles an opponent to the ground. BOTTOM RIGHT Junior running back Khalid Abdullah scores one of his two touchdowns.
D-Hub: the start of D-Hall’s transformation 




Program pairs domestic and international students 
The fright of your life
Ten years of fears 
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The Breeze, the student-run newspaper 
of James Madison University, serves 
student, faculty and staff readership by 
reporting news involving the campus 
and local community. The Breeze strives 
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rights.
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throughout James Madison University 
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Checkpoints set to 
prevent stabbings
McClatchy Foreign Staff
ISRAEL — Abed Ghazali, a Palestinian 
restaurant owner, was driving back from 
work last Wednesday when he was stopped 
by a crane placing large concrete blocks 
across a road at the entrance to his neigh-
borhood, Jabal Mukaber, in East Jerusalem.
Israeli border police stood guard as the 
blocks were lowered in a row, leaving a 
narrow passage for single cars — a new 
checkpoint that was already backing up 
traffic, and a new dividing line in an osten-
sibly united city.
“This isn’t right, they’re choking peo-
ple,” Ghazali said after parking his car up 
the road and making his way home on foot.
Police set up checkpoints and road-
blocks on the edges of several Arab 
neighborhoods in East Jerusalem as part 
of measures ordered by the Israeli security 
Cabinet to quell a wave of Palestinian stab-
bings that has roiled Israel for more than 
two weeks.
The new checkpoints immediately set 
off debate on the sensitive question of a 
united Jerusalem, something Israel has 
trumpeted since it captured East Jerusalem 
in the 1967 Six-Day War, then annexed the 
area as part of its capital. Israeli critics said 
the checkpoints amounted to redrawing 
the old dividing line that kept the Jewish 
and Arab parts of the city not just separate, 
but under different administrations.
New bridge becomes a 
gathering place
McClatchy Washington Bureau
IRAN — In a city , where crossing the street 
entails risking your life and a real downtown 
doesn’t exist, there could hardly be a more 
unusual weekend destination than the 
newly built Tabiat Bridge — perched over a 
busy expressway.
Not quite a year after opening to the pub-
lic, this multilevel pedestrian bridge, with 
its curving walkways and sloping ramps, 
benches and cafes, has become the go-to 
place for young people on Friday or Saturday 
evenings. They stroll about with their friends, 
listening to music and showing the sort the 
intimacy between the sexes that the Islamic 
Republic frowns on in public places.
With well-tended parks at either end, the 
city lights twinkling to the south and traffic 
moving slowly on the Modarres highway 
below, the 890-foot-long bridge has become 
a gathering point for people from all over 
the city of 8.3 million. It’s a new symbol for 
the Iranian capital, its popularity due in no 
small part to the fact that, in Tehran, there’s 
nowhere else to go.
“If I had a choice, I’d rather be at a rock 
concert,” said Soheil, a 20-year-old bas-
ketball coach who is getting a bachelor’s 
degree in physical education and asked to 
be identified only by his first name. “But the 
government always bans them.” Soheil was 
among the crowd of people who packed the 
bridge on a Friday evening.
Iraq claims to have 
taken oil facility again
McClatchy Washington Burea
IRAQ  — Iraqi security forces claimed last 
Thursday to have taken control of most of 
the nearly completely destroyed oil refinery 
in the strategic central Iraqi city of Baiji, as a 
mix of army and militias continued to battle 
Islamic State forces to end a long struggle 
for the town.
The Iraqi government has claimed multi-
ple times before to have secured the facility, 
so the substance or durability of the gains 
cannot be established. But military advisers 
and analysts say that even if the proclaimed 
victory lasts this time, it’s likely a Pyrrhic one.
Heavy fighting that has spanned more 
than 17 months has destroyed the facil-
ity, once Iraq’s largest industrial plant, and 
conservative estimates predict it will take 
billions of dollars and years to make it oper-
ational again. Once responsible for more 
than 40 percent of Iraq’s production of gas-
oline and other refined products, the Baiji 
refinery has been “completely destroyed for 
nearly a year,” according to one American 
oil executive who has examined a number 
of Islamic State propaganda videos from 
the area.
“It will probably be cheaper and easier 
to restart from scratch, as there’s really not 
much left to repair,” said the executive, who 
asked not to be identified because of ongo-
ing business relationships with the Iraqi Oil 
Ministry. 
Violence affects a 
Jerusalem landmark
McClatchy Foreign Staff
ISRAEL — In a hot kitchen in Jerusalem’s 
bustling vegetable market, Omar Abu Sbi-
tan took a break from washing knives and 
forks to check the constant stream of noti-
fications on his phone.
“We are under occupation. It’s not nor-
mal,” said Abu Sbitan, 17, a baby-faced 
Palestinian from the Mount of Olives 
neighborhood near Jerusalem’s Old City. 
“They just closed a road in Hebron.”
“Where are the grape leaves?” demand-
ed waitress Natalie Geva, 23, from the 
Rahavia quarter in west Jerusalem.
Azura restaurant, founded in 1952, is a 
Jerusalem landmark that reflects the city’s 
chaotic charm: colorful, aromatic Kurdish 
stews bubble in battered wide aluminum 
pots, teetering over undersized kerosene 
burners for hours.
But as the recent wave of violence has 
engulfed the city, the restaurant reveals 
Jerusalem’s deeply interwoven charac-
ter that both defies and encapsulates the 
frustrations of both Israelis and Palestin-
ians. Clientele has shriveled, and Shrefler , 
the restaurant’s owner, said he’s taken six 
dishes off the menu and cut back hours to 
adjust. ”The situation is not good,” Shre-
fler said. “People are not coming to the 
market.”
Compiled from Tribune News Service. 
US cancels plans for oil 
leases in Arctic Ocean
McClatchey Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — The Obama administration 
is abandoning plans to open the Arctic Ocean 
to more oil drilling in the face of dwindling 
industry interest and environmental objections.
The Interior Department said last Friday that 
it is canceling two scheduled Arctic Ocean lease 
sales. One was planned for next year to auction 
rights to drill for oil and gas in the Chukchi Sea 
off the northern coast of Alaska. The other was 
for 2017 in the neighboring Beaufort Sea.
At the same time, Interior Secretary Sally 
Jewell rejected the requests of Shell and Statoil 
for more time to consider drilling under their 
current leases. Those leases begin expiring in 
2017.
Shell recently announced that its $7 billion 
Arctic Ocean oil exploration program was a fail-
ure. The company said it didn’t find enough oil 
to justify the cost and was abandoning the off-
shore Arctic drilling effort “for the foreseeable 
future.”
Apple owes Wisconsin 
Foundation millions
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
MILWAUKEE — A federal court jury in 
Madison has awarded $234 million dollars in 
damages to the Wisconsin Alumni Research 
Foundation in its patent infringement lawsuit 
against Apple Inc.
“This is a case where the hard work of our 
university researchers and the integrity of pat-
enting and licensing discoveries has prevailed,” 
said Carl Gulbrandsen, managing director of 
the foundation, in a statement. Known as WARF, 
the foundation does patenting and licensing 
for the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
The same jury last Tuesday found that Apple 
infringed on a patent held by WARF. The jury 
also said that the patent for the technology was 
valid, negating Apple’s argument that it was 
invalid and no infringement had taken place.
WARF had sued Apple in February 2014, 
accusing the company of using the technol-
ogy behind the patent without permission in 
its 2013 and 2014 iPhone and iPad lineups. 
House bill could shield 
oil train spill plans  
McClatchey Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — A House of Representatives bill 
unveiled last Friday could make it more difficult for 
the public to know how prepared railroads are for 
responding to oil spills from trains, their worst-case 
scenarios and how much oil is being transported by 
rail through communities.
The language appears in the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee’s six-year 
transportation legislation, which primarily address-
es federal programs that support state road, bridge 
and transit projects. But the legislation also includes 
a section on oil trains.
The U.S. Department of Transportation is working 
on a rule to require railroads shipping oil to develop 
comprehensive spill response plans along the lines of 
those required for pipelines and waterborne vessels. 
It would also require them to assess their worst-case 
scenarios for oil spills, including quantity and loca-
tion. The House bill would give the secretary of 
transportation the power to decide what informa-
tion would not be disclosed to the public.
Square winds down 
with Starbucks  
The Seattle Times
SEATTLE — Payment-processing company Square, 
readying an expected $275 million initial public offer-
ing, says it won’t renew a high-profile pact with 
Starbucks that brought it plenty of business — but 
big losses.
Eager for a powerful partner when it launched 
back in 2012, San Francisco-based Square took a $25 
million investment from Starbucks and made the 
coffee company a marquee customer. But their love 
affair has unraveled. Starbucks CEO Howard Schultz 
stepped down from the Square board in late 2013. 
And Square’s preliminary IPO filing this week sheds 
light on the financial side of the relationship.
The breakup will take away a significant chunk of 
its revenue: In the first six months of 2015, Starbucks 
transactions accounted for $63 million, or about 11 
percent, of Square’s total revenue. But the deal also 
generated a $14 million loss for Square in those six 
months.





Vernacular Photography, Collection of 2-D and 3-D 
Artwork by Self-Taught Artists featuring John 
Foster @ Duke Hall Gallery, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Colloquia speaker: Bryce Weaver, Structure in 
Chaos @ Roop Hall 103, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Dark & Stormy Starry Monday Nights @ The Artful 
Dodger, 4 to 9 p.m.
Internship 101 @ Student Success Center 3270,
11 a.m. to noon
Student to Alumni Networking: College Life to 
Career Life @ app.brazenconnect.com, 
noon to 1 p.m.
Team Trivia @ Clementines, teams of six or less, 
9 p.m.
Purple Out @ Bridgeforth Stadium, 7 p.m.
Philosophy and Film club screening: Blade Runner 
@ Jackson Hall 1B, 7 to 9 p.m.
Pep My Ride Homecoming style @ Duke Dog 
Statue, Champions Drive, 3 to 5 p.m.
DJ-V’s 2’sday Dance Party @ The Artful Dodger,
10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Fight Song T-shirt Day: All day, Campus Wide
Food: How we get it @ JMuse Cafe, Rose Library, 
6:30 to 8 p.m.
JMU Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Band @ Forbes 
Concert Hall, $5 students, $10 regular, 8 p.m.
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JMU ’s  police depar tment 
received a third-party report 
regarding an alleged sexual assault 
that took place at an unknown 
location in Harrisonburg during 
the weekend of Oct. 9-11, accord-
ing to a Madison Alert that was 
released Friday. The information, 
which was originally reported to 
the Harrisonburg Police Depart-
ment, was a result of a social 
media message that described a 
female being assaulted by a cab 
driver. 
The HPD has communicated 
with several community members, 
who have provided information. 
The investigation is ongoing and, 
at this time, no additional infor-
mation has been received.  
Anyone with information on 
this incident is asked to contact 
the HPD at Crime Solvers by call-
ing 540-574-5050 or texting “HPD,” 
plus the tip to 274637 (CRIMES). 
Individuals can also contact the 
JMU Police by calling 540-568-
6911; in person at the JMU Police 
Department in Anthony-Seeger 
Hall; or by emailing the police at 
publicsafety@jmu.edu.
The JMU Police Department 
also received a third-party report 
of a sexual assault on Thursday. 
The incident took place on the 
weekend of Sept. 25-27 at an off-
campus apartment. The victim 
told a friend she went to a party, 
consumed alcohol and “blacked 
out,” and later woke up disrobed 
and sexually assaulted. 
The JMU police are asking any-
one with information to contact 
them by calling 540-568-6911, visit-
ing the JMU Police Department in 
Anthony-Seeger Hall; or emailing 
them at publicsafety@jmu.edu.
If anyone has any safety con-
cerns, they can contact the 
Campus Police at 540-568-6913 
or JMU’s Title IX Coordinator at 
540-568-6991. 
Alumnus to serve as 
speaker for Madison 
Vision series
JMU is hosting its third Madison 
Vision series lecture on Thursday 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m in the Madison 
Union Ballroom.
Russ Reeder, JMU alumnus 
and CEO of iCitizen, an online 
platform for civic-minded indi-
viduals that allows the public to 
make informed decisions and take 
action, is serving as the event’s 
speaker. 
Reeder is a 20-year veteran of 
the IT field and, prior to joining 
iCitizen, he led cloud hosting com-
pany Media Temple. 
In addition, he served as presi-
dent and CEO of LibreDigital — a 
leader in digital publishing distri-
bution —  was a software engineer 
and was a manager at Oracle. 
HARRISONBURG
City seeks handmade 
ornaments
Harrisonburg is partnering 
with the Arts Council of the Val-
ley to seek local art. The Virginia 
Municipal League, of which Har-
risonburg is a member, was asked 
to help collect ornaments from 
Virginia cities and towns for the 
tree that is displayed in Virginia’s 
Executive Mansion, according to 
Harrisonburg’s Public Information 
Officer Mary-Hope Vass.
Harrisonburg and the Arts 
Council of the Valley are asking 
local artists to submit handmade 
ornaments. Of the ornaments sub-
mitted, only one will be sent to be 
displayed on the tree on Harrison-
burg’s behalf. 
All other ornaments submit-
ted will be displayed on the city’s 
Christmas tree in the lobby of 
City Hall to welcome residents, 
employees and visitors.
The theme for this year’s orna-
ment submission is “Harrisonburg 
is Home for the Holidays.”
The ornament shouldn’t be lon-
ger than six inches and its shape is 
up to the artist. The finished orna-
ment should be sent with the name 
and locality of the artist placed on 
the back on the ornament. 
The deadline for submitted 
ornaments is Friday and sub-
missions can be sent to the Arts 
Council of the Valley by mail or in 
person at 311 S. Main St.
Halloween event raises money for services that support those with brain injuries
TANNER LESLIE / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
Olivia Dilorio, a junior health sciences major, was one of the many volunteers in Crossroads to Brain Injury Recovery Inc.’s Zombie Run 
for Brains event on Saturday morning. The proceeds aim to help individuals affected by brain injury in the Shenandoah Valley.
By JESSICA NEWMAN
The Breeze
With open wounds, bloody hands and face makeup, zom-
bies made their way through the grounds of Fear Forest for a 
1.5-mile run on Saturday morning.
About 50 “zombies,” mostly consisting of volunteer students 
from service sorority Gamma Sigma Sigma, service fraternity 
Alpha Phi Omega and the Student Government Association, 
chased participants through the course. 
The zombie run was organized by Crossroads to Brain Injury 
Recovery Inc. and Gamma Sigma Sigma in order to raise money 
for those affected by brain injuries in the Shenandoah Valley.
Crossroads to Brain Injury Recovery is a nonprofit organiza-
tion, founded in 2005, whose primary service is brain injury 
case management. Crossroads combines public and private 
resources to help improve the overall quality of life for those 
affected by brain injury.
Darcy Bacon, who coordinated the event, expressed 
her excitement for the first zombie run to take place in 
Harrisonburg.
“Even if you’re not a runner you can still participate,” Bacon 
said. “It’s not a race, it’s not a 5K, it’s just really a zombie event.”
Participants were given five “life” (flag football) belts, and 
the goal was to complete the course without losing them. The 
zombies chased after runners and tried to steal the flags from 
the participants’ belts.
According to Bacon, those playing zombies underwent 
makeovers and zombie training prior to the event. A local 
makeup artist was hired in order to make the zombies look 
more realistic.
Andrea Sorber, a senior communication sciences and
see ZOMBIES, page A4
Universe’s expansion discussed
Lecturer from University of Richmond talks dark matter and dark energy
By CHRIS KENT
The Breeze
Anti-gravity exists and makes up most of the 
universe, according to scientist Ted Bunn, the 
chair of the University of Richmond Depart-
ment of Physics. Bunn, originally from Boston, 
has taught across America and earned his 
Ph.D. in physics at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley and his undergraduate degree 
from Princeton. 
Last Thursday, Bunn gave a speech in Wil-
son Hall on the facts of the ever-expanding 
universe and what’s causing it to expand. His 
speech was titled “Listening to the Big Bang” 
and discussed the evolution of the universe 
from its beginning around 15 billion years 
ago. Yet for Bunn, there’s no listening but 
rather analyzing the manipulation of light by 
ancient sound. 
Nick Duncan, a junior physics major, found 
the speech to be informative. Duncan had 
attended an earlier speech given by Bunn to 
the physics department. Bunn’s research into 
the age of the universe has its limitations. 
According to research by Cardiff Universi-
ty, researchers, like Bunn, are only able to see 
back to when the universe was 400,000 years 
old due to the intense heat that was present in 
the the universe at that time. This heat creates 
a blanket, or shield, that holds in the photons 
of the microwave background radiation.
“I hadn’t heard about the fact that when 
you have the earlier stages, where it’s just the 
plasma, the ions out there and they haven’t 
formed into the hydrogen atoms yet that ... 
prevents the photons from really being able 
to go anywhere,” Duncan said. “They kind of 
just bounce around in the same little area, and 
it wasn’t until ... 400,000 years later that they 
form into hydrogen atoms and they can actu-
ally start moving.”
According to Duncan and Bunn, this is 
where the microwave background radiation 
comes from. In turn, these photons, or light 
particles, are how scientists learn about  astro-
physics and the universe. Because space is so 
vast, distance is measured by how far a light 
particle will travel in a year. Using this distance 
rate of change, Bunn is able to approximate the 
universe’s age. The microwave background 
radiation Bunn works with is invisible to our 
eyes and originates from so far away that when 
Bunn analyzes it, he actually sees it passing 
through other galaxies.
see UNIVERSE, page A4
SAM TAYLOR / THE BREEZE
Ted Bunn, the chair of the Department of Physics at the University of Richmond, gave a lecture in Wilson Hall last Thursday night about the universe’s 
evolution, which began around 15 billion years ago. His speech, “Listening to the Big Bang,” covered the universe and what’s causing it to expand. 
MAKE YOUR MARK
Write for The Breeze. 
Email breezenews@gmail.com
“I hadn’t heard about the 
fact that when you have 
the earlier stages, where 
it’s just the plasm, the ions 
out there and they haven’t 
formed into the hydrogen 
atoms yet that, that prevents 
the photons from really 
being able to go anywhere.”
Nick Duncan
junior physics major
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from page A3
disorders major as well as a mem-
ber of Gamma Sigma Sigma, was 
highly involved in planning the 
event.
“We had to go through training 
on how to do makeup in order to 
create characters,” Sorber said. 
“We had to plan everything from 
who was going to chase, to who 
was just going to sit and look 
scary.”
The race had already had 160 
participants signed up to run. 
Tickets cost $25 per adult, $15 
per child. 
“Darcy came to us with the idea 
about a year ago and we were 
immediately like, ‘This is great!’” 
Sorber said. “Who doesn’t like 
being chased by zombies?”
Whether they were soaked 
in fake blood or missing a limb 
or two, the zombies stayed in 
character for the duration of the 
1.5-mile race.
Shelli Grogg, president of 
Gamma Sigma Sigma and a senior 
double major in justice studies 
and public policy and administra-
tion, explained that her sorority 
jumped on the opportunity to 
help organize this event.
“I found out about Cross-
roads through my nonprofit 
study minor, and thought their 
organization had such an amaz-
ing mission,” Grogg said. “I was 
able to get in touch with them 
to see if there was any way we 
could partner with them to vol-
unteer, and they had just begun 
planning their zombie run. 
This is the first year they had 
done it, so it really was a huge 
project for them and we were 
happy to help out in any way.”
CONTACT Jessica Newman 
at newmanjt@dukes.jmu.edu. 
from page A3
“As luck would have it that radiation has in it 
sort-of patterns, or ripples, and those ripples 
actually show the imprint of the sound waves 
that were around when the universe was very 
young,” Bunn said. “We can learn how much 
matter is there in the universe and it turns 
out there’s different kinds of matter. There is 
the ordinary matter that is stuff we are used 
to seeing all around us. That turns out to be 
a relatively small fraction of the universe. A 
lot more of it is this stuff called dark matter.”
According to Bunn, more than 50 percent 
the universe isn’t made of matter we see 
everyday, but rather dark matter and dark 
energy. These are entities that aren’t made of 
atoms, but rather have mass and gravitational 
force, which is how they are measured. Bunn 
said that dark energy is a newer concept and 
that it’s still not understood very well, but it’s 
the reason for the expansion of the universe. 
This left Jonny Weiss, a junior psychology 
major, leaving with more questions than when 
he had arrived. 
“What I found most interesting was that 
he’s not giving us answers, he’s giving us 
things to explore. Things we can look into 
to understand what we want to find in the 
future,” Weiss said. “He’s saying: how do we 
explain that the universe is expanding, the 
answer was dark energy. Then, what is dark 
energy? The way we explain the universe is 
expanding. It was kind of circular reasoning 
... He hit on the points that we don’t under-
stand but that we are trying to find out.”
CONTACT Chris Kent at 
kent2cm@dukes.jmu.edu. 
SAM TAYLOR / THE BREEZE
Ted Bunn discussed the composition of the universe during his talk. Bunn works with microwave background radiation, which is invisible to human eyes. This 
radiation allows Bunn to analyze the universe and allows him to understand that the universe is made of more than 50 percent dark matter and dark energy. 
By ALEIXKA MACFIE-HERNANDEZ
contributing writer
Starting in June 2016, JMU plans to demolish and 
rebuild Gibbons Hall for a new, 97,514 square foot 
state-of-the-art dining facility. Although the proj-
ect is still in its design stages, the renovation will be 
all-you-can-eat style and also include a food court 
with national brands such as Chick-fil-A, Steak ’n 
Shake and Qdoba. 
Gibbons Hall, which had its grand opening in 
1964, was the first building on campus dedicated 
to food, therefore receiving the nickname “D-Hall,” 
according to the JMU website. In the 1980s, it host-
ed a popular dinner theater and also served as a 
temporary bookstore and post office. With an $80.7 
million budget and a two-year plan, the demolition 
and reconstruction is expected to be finished in the 
fall of 2018. 
This first step in the renovation process is the 
construction of a temporary facility, D-Hub, to take 
the place of D-Hall while it’s under construction. 
The new D-Hall is designed to be a three-story 
facility according to Angela Ritchie, the marketing 
manager of Gibbons Hall.
The first floor will include retail space as well as 
several chain restaurants. 
The determination of which brands are going to 
be brought on campus is done through research — 
surveys, feedback, meetings with the SGA Food and 
Dining Committee, one-on-one conversations and 
recent trends. 
With 1,000 seats, the open and interactive second 
floor of the new facility will house the all-you-can-
eat section. The third floor will have space for 
banquets similar to the upper level of E-Hall.
For others, the construction of the new space will 
be gladly received.
Freshmen Sarah Mehzabin, a computer infor-
mation systems major, and Sophie Barrowman, a 
geographic science major, both agree that D-Hall 
is out of date.
As a vegetarian, Mehzabin finds it difficult to sus-
tain her diet with what she feels is such a limited 
selection of  food and ingredients.
“I felt like the only options I had were veggie chili, 
cereal or pizza,” Mehzabin said.
Although Barrowman is in favor of the project, 
she feels that D-Hall already offers more than a 
handful of vegan options. 
“As a vegan, the Veggie Variations station is espe-
cially great because they have vegan cookies and 
brownies,” Barrowman said.
Barrowman said she’s also very excited about 
having a Qdoba on campus.
“It’s exciting because [Qdoba] has so many veggie 
options, and free guac,” Barrowan said. 
But for some, it’s hard to see the beloved D-Hall 
go.
Torin Porter, a junior biology major, said he was 
surprised when he first heard of the planned demo-
lition, but is excited to come back and see what the 
new facility has to offer. 
“D-Hall was my favorite place to eat freshman 
year,” Porter said. “I used to have breakfast, lunch 
and dinner all in the same place. It’s sad to know 
that incoming freshmen won’t be able to share my 
experience.”
CONTACT Aleixka Macfie-Hernandez 
at macfieax@dukes.jmu.edu. 
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Riley Swartzendruber, a freshman digital media major at Eastern 
Mennonite University, received a zombie makeover during the run. 
Out with 
the old
JMU looks ahead in preparation 
for new D-Hall facility
“Darcy came to us 
with the idea about 
a year ago and we 
were immediately 
like, ‘This is great!’ 
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A “we’ll-miss-you” pat to our 
co-worker who left us too soon.
From CIT and the entire LET 
department.
A “thank-you” pat to the JMU 
recycling crew for giving me the 
opportunity to work with you all 
during special events.
From a housekeeper who enjoyed 
every minute and would someday 
like to join you permanently.
A “step-in-the-right-direction” 
pat to Coach Brady, Director Bourne 
and the Convo team for opening 
a lower section to students at 
basketball games this year.
From an alum who’s hopeful 
about the change.
A “have-some-consideration” 
dart to the people who sing karaoke 
until 2 a.m. on weeknights.
From the apartment below you 
who appreciates your music taste, 
but needs their beauty sleep.
An “are-you-good?” dart to the 
person who was parked in both my 
space and their own.
From a Forest resident who was 
just trying to get to work on time.
A “keep-it-up” pat to the Breeze 
photographer who’s always taking 
photos at the football games.
From a fan who loves looking 
through your pictures and sees your 
dedication.Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
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JUST JMU THINGS
Are you lovin’ it?
I’d like to start 
off by saying that I 
actually am pretty 
happy that I can eat 
an Egg McMuffin 
any time of the day. I 
mean, honestly, who 
wouldn’t be? What 
bothers me about 
McDonald’s deciding 
to serve breakfast all day has more to do 
with its merits as a company and what the 
general excitement says 
about our society.
When I heard about 
McDonald’s all-day 
breakfast, my first thought 
was, “Is nothing sacred 
anymore?”
In the past, McDonald’s 
breakfast was something 
enjoyed only by those 
responsible enough to 
get up before 10:30 a.m. 
That created some kind 
of incentive to get out of 
bed. We’re all adults here, 
and I’m not saying people 
need special incentives to 
show up to work or school 
every day. I just thought it was nice to have 
access to a treat that other, sleepier people 
didn’t have access to. 
In the past, these thoughts are what 
people needed on a rainy, hungover 
Monday morning. McDonald’s breakfast 
was a few-hour period every morning 
that was sacred — that people wanted. 
Frankly, I think deciding to serve it all 
day was a move in the wrong direction for 
McDonald’s as a company. 
It destroyed the wonder and excitement 
of some of its products.
It’s ridiculous that everyone’s 
granted full access to everything all the 
time. Lately, it seems like everyone’s 
writing articles or conducting studies 
on technology and the immediacy of 
information, but what about all the 
products that we’re granted immediate 
access to? McDonald’s breakfast all day? 
Amazon drones for delivery? Tinder? The 
convenience and immediacy behind these 
products will eventually ruin our society. 
This is something I experienced in my 
summers as a pizza man 
at the Jersey Shore. People 
would stare at me when I 
tried to explain to them that 
it was going to take me more 
than five to 10 minutes to 
fill their $60 order. Better 
yet, when I would tell them 
over the phone on a busy 
Friday night that the wait 
was going to be around 45 
minutes, they’d hang up and 
call a different restaurant. 
Customers would actually 
refuse to pay for delivery 
orders because they took a 
little more than 45 minutes 
to arrive. Oftentimes, this 
would occur on Friday or Saturday at 7 
p.m. — our peak hour of business.
In moments like these I had to ask 
myself, is this real life? Is this where we’re 
headed as a people? Like I said, I can’t 
deny my love for an Egg McMuffin at 4 
o’clock in the afternoon, but eventually, 
there has to be an end to the madness.  
Matt D’Angelo is a junior media arts 
and design and political science double 
major. Contact Matt at danglemv@
dukes.jmu.edu.
MATT D’ANGELO |  speaks for itself RACHEL PETTY |  Petty for your thoughts
You wake up after 
a night out, roll out 
of bed and check the 
time — how’d you 
sleep past noon again?
With an empty 
pantry and little cash, 
your options are 
limited. IHOP has too 
long a wait, Waffle 
House isn’t even worth a try and Mr. J’s 
bagels aren’t as good as 
people hype them up to be.
With its cheap 
menu and greasy food, 
McDonald’s seems like the 
best option.
Prior to its decision 
to serve breakfast all 
day, you may have been 
disappointed to find 
that your craving for 
a McMuffin and hash 
browns couldn’t be 
satisfied after 10:30 a.m.
That’s no longer an 
issue. By serving breakfast 
all day, McDonald’s is 
making the hearts (and 
stomachs) of many people 
happy around the world.
Sometimes, the hankering for breakfast 
food can’t be satisfied by anything other 
than a greasy breakfast sandwich from 
McDonald’s. With other options like 
hotcakes and biscuits, everyone’s sure to 
find something they’ll enjoy.
Why limit breakfast to only a few hours 
a day? 
Many people sleep late — especially on 
weekends — and aren’t yet in the mood 
for a Big Mac when they wake up. 
With an all-day breakfast menu, 
McDonald’s is offering a wider variety of 
food for everyone.
Truck drivers or people on long 
car rides may also be in the mood for 
breakfast at “non-typical” times, and an 
all-day breakfast menu makes things 
easier for them.
Serving breakfast all day isn’t doing any 
harm to lunch lovers, but simply making 
breakfast lovers a lot happier.
McNuggets and hash browns at the 
same time? Sounds like a 
good situation to me.
Waking up too late 
for breakfast or realizing 
you’re not within the 
breakfast menu hours can 
be frustrating, and serving 
breakfast all day eliminates 
those issues.
If people are hating 
on all-day McDonald’s 
breakfast, remind them 
that it’s not doing them 
any harm, just allowing 
the stomachs of breakfast 
cravers to be satisfied at all 
hours of the day.
By not abiding by typical 
meal times, McDonald’s is 
setting an excellent example for other fast 
food chains to follow. 
Wouldn’t it be great to never again show 
up at a fast food restaurant just to realize 
they’re not serving breakfast at that time?
After all, a McMuffin can sometimes be 
all you really need to refuel and get some 
late-night studying done. Some people 
may never understand.
Rachel Petty is a junior media arts 
and design major. Contact Rachel at 
pettyrb@dukes.jmu.edu.
McDonald’s breakfast should remain a morning ritual McDonald’s all-day breakfast is a beautiful thing
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TOWNHOMES NOW AVAILABLE!
SIGN YOUR LEASE TODAY
WITH COPPER BEECH!
“Knowledge wil l  forever 
govern ignorance: And 
a people who mean to 
be their own Governors, 
must arm themselves 
with the power 
knowledge g ives.”
–  J A M E S  M A D I S O N ,
Au g u s t  4 ,  1822 ,  I n  A  l e t t e r  t o 
W.t.  BA r ry
“Why Is Apathy Acceptable?” 
THE EVENT IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
Thur., Oct. 22nd, 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.
MADISON UNION BALLROOM
www.jmu.edu/president/mvs/
Mr. Russ Reeder, JMU alumnus and CEO of the on-
line civic engagement platform “iCitizen,” will serve 
as the third speaker for the Madison Vision Series.
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“Millennial Pledge” is arrogant and offensive
KevAn HulligAn |  the war room
Being a millennial, I’ve 
grown accustomed to some 
rather cliché jokes about our 
generation. The assumption 
that we’re all frappe-sipping, 
emoji-using slackers is an oft-
repeated stereotype that has 
quite quickly lost its initial 
appeal as a point of humor.
You can imagine my 
frustration at the “Millennial Pledge” that was 
written by supposed “humor” columnist Chris 
Erskine in the Los Angeles Times earlier this 
month. According to him, we must all take this 
pledge in order to truly be considered adults. It’s 
strange, considering I’m pretty sure that none of 
us require or wanted his permission to become 
adults in the first place.
Some of the suggestions that were included 
in his self-righteous, arrogant pledge include 
turning away what he considers “smut,” 
promising not to take our parents’ alcohol when 
we “finally move out of [their] home” and, 
most egregious of all, a statement that we as a 
generation are entitled to nothing that didn’t 
have the dubious honor of making his list.
Reading the column, it gave off the image of a 
confused, grumpy old man taking a break from 
reruns of “Matlock” and “All in the Family” on TV 
Land to give us spry whipper-snappers a piece 
of his mind. It not only stinks of an aggressive, 
holier-than-thou attitude, it condescendingly 
talks down to the people that it’s supposedly 
aimed at. Like the pearl-clutching social critics 
of the past, Erskine comes across as deeply out of 
touch with the modern world, a relic out of time 
that looks upon the changing world with disgust. 
It’s the “I’ve got mine, why should I care about 
you?” mentality come to life.
Of course, the backlash against his tawdry, 
little offering was to be expected. This could have 
been the moment for Erskine to engage in some 
self-reflection and earnestly take into account 
the words of his critics. He then proceeded to 
do exactly the opposite, saying that the massive 
response to his piece is what happens “when you 
raise an entire generation without spanking.”
In his mind, because we didn’t find it funny 
in the least, we’re the ones who are at fault. Like 
every bad comedian, Erskine tell us that it’s our 
fault that we weren’t able to perceive the divine 
wisdom he brought to us from on high. It seems 
as though he forgot a plank of his own pledge: 
“When I don’t get my way, I will learn to roll 
with it.” Or was it just for us and he doesn’t have 
to follow it? I could be mistaken, I was too busy 
sharing cat videos on Facebook.
The fact that we’re dissatisfied with the current 
state of the world isn’t entitlement on our part. 
Perhaps, and I may be going out on a limb 
here, this is because we’re the ones left to clean 
up the disgusting mess that the baby boomers 
left the world in. They’ve had their chances at 
running the world, and what have they wrought? 
They left us a world crippled by economic 
instability, massive income inequality, a corrupt 
political system where the purchased run against 
the bought and an environment that has been 
battered and broken.
We’re the ones shackled to massive amounts 
of student debt that will, like a tumor, follow us 
around for decades. We’re the ones sent to fight 
and die in your wars that are sold to us based on 
lies, all so that you and your buddies can make a 
profit. We’re the ones expected to foot the bill for 
the bank bailouts you needed after you sent our 
economy into a tailspin through illegal acts.
Yet we’re the ones who are selfish and entitled 
because we hate the situation you left for us. It’s 
not entitlement to hate the fact that you got to 
pillage the world for all it was worth before we got 
here. Don’t serve me a plate of cow droppings and 
call me entitled when I send it back to the chef.
Kevan Hulligan is a senior political science 
major. Contact Kevan at hulligkx@dukes.jmu.
edu.
Alexis miller |  contributing columnist
BLAST FROM THE PAST
‘80s movies are still loved today
October has quickly descended upon us, and 
with it has come the time of overpriced pumpkin 
spice everything, haunted hayrides and, in the 
words of Marty McFly, the month in which 
“history is gonna change.” 
It’s known to all “Back to the Future” fans that, 
in the sequel, Doctor Brown and Marty McFly 
travel forward in time rather than backward. 
Oct. 21, 2015, the exact day and year that Doc and 
Marty traveled to, now will transform from their 
future into our past. This monumental event is 
going to be celebrated with “Back to the Future” 
themed events, including ’80s concerts and a 
charity event for the Michael 
J. Fox Foundation.
I know you’re practically 
falling out of your seats 
with excitement and 
already have a futuristic 
party in the works. So, in 
the meantime, to satisfy 
your movie craving, I’ve 
conjured up a list of some 
other must-sees from the 
’80s. 
While there are a ton of 
’80s movies, there’ll always 
be some that stick out 
more from the crowd for 
their bizarre themes and 
plot lines.
This category includes “Who Framed Roger 
Rabbit?,” one of the original live-action and 
animation combination films that delves into 
a world in which cartoons coexist with humans 
while also doubling as an investigation comedy.
Then you can’t leave out “The Breakfast Club,” 
in which five high school kids of different social 
status get stuck in Saturday detention together 
and cause insurmountable mischief. However, 
beneath all of this, the movie speaks about the 
trouble of stereotyping and how to overcome the 
labels people give you. 
There’s also the classic Jim Henson film, 
“Labyrinth.” This is one of my personal favorites, 
since it includes puppetry from Henson as well as 
a fantastical twist on what’s originally perceived 
as Sarah’s very commonplace life. 
Other such films to look into include “Weird 
Science,” “Princess Bride,” “Can’t Buy Me Love,” 
“Ghostbusters,” “Better Off Dead” and “The 
Lost Boys.” While I can’t go into depth about 
each individual film, all of these rely on out-of-
the-ordinary subjects to attract their respective 
audiences. Each film is incredibly different in 
composure and plot line, but there’s something 
about them that’s oddly similar (it might just be 
the frequent reuse of actors). 
This was the era where 
films became riskier. They 
focused more on subjects 
that were of the unordinary 
rather than the traditional-
style films of previous 
decades. That’s what 
makes these films, among 
the others of the decade, so 
memorable. The idea of the 
blockbuster really started 
in the ’80s, as cinema 
became more anticipated 
and expectations for films 
heightened.
So much so that over 
20 years after “Back to 
the Future 2” was released, fans are excited 
over the date in the film. The film has brought 
together multiple generations of people, which 
is a tremendous deed in itself. Oct. 21 marks 
the blending of the future and the past and 
officially outdates a classic film. It proves there 
are no rejuvenation masks or self-lacing shoes, 
but it also proves the idea of community among 
audiences.
Alexis Miller is a freshman psychology 
major. Contact Alexis at mille2af@dukes.
jmu.edu.
jAmes pomeroy |  contributing columnist
The ever-changing 
timetable
Last Thursday, President Barack 
Obama stood in front of the commander 
in chief ’s lectern in the White House. 
He walked into the room flanked by 
the administration’s fourth secretary of 
defense, Ash Carter, and Vice President 
Joe Biden as the clicking of cameras 
echoed throughout the room. 
The president then proceeded to 
exclaim, in rather optimistic language, 
“While America’s combat mission 
in Afghanistan may be over,  our 
commitment to Afghanistan and its 
people endures.” Long story short, 9,800 
U.S. troops will remain in Afghanistan 
for the remainder of 2016 and 5,500 will 
remain in Afghanistan after Obama leaves 
the White House. 
Tw o  ye a r s  ag o,  t h e  p re s i d e nt 
announced a significant Afghan troop 
withdrawal that would see U.S. troops 
exiting the country by the end of 2014. In 
November 2014, Obama announced that 
U.S. troops would remain in Afghanistan 
at least through 2015 with a plan to bring 
them home by the end of 2016. The 
president suggested that only a small 
embassy force of 1,000 would remain in 
Afghanistan by the time he left office. 
This concerning series of events over the 
past two years represents a continuing 
problem for the administration.
The insistence of placing timetables 
on the American war in Afghanistan 
have hindered Obama’s credibility and 
competency in the eyes of not only our 
international partners, but in the eyes of 
our enemies. The Taliban looks at such 
timetables as simply a waiting period. A 
quote often used by the Taliban echoes 
this sentiment: “NATO has all the watches, 
but we have all the time.”
Once the U.S. leaves Afghanistan and 
withdraws, the NATO-trained Afghan 
Army will have to fend for itself. This 
is something the Taliban is more than 
willing to take on. This past month, 
Taliban forces overran the Afghan city 
of Kunduz bringing the city back under 
Taliban control for the first time since 
2001. Afghan troops were only able to 
counter the offensive with help from 
NATO warplanes. 
However, a U.S. AC-130 gunship flying 
in support of Afghan troops bombed a 
hospital in Kunduz, killing 22 patients 
and doctors. General John Campbell, the 
top U.S. general in Afghanistan, called it 
a mistake but could not explain how such 
a thing could happen.
More alarming is the amount of 
reconstruction money the U.S. has spent 
in Afghanistan: $110 billion since 2001. 
In one of the war’s numerous instances 
of monetary incompetence, a $500,000 
facility used for Afghan police training 
“melted” less than four months after its 
completion. Additionally, one in five 
members of the Afghan National Police 
were at risk of not receiving their full 
salaries due to the widespread corruption 
that plagues Afghanistan’s interior 
ministry. 
Perhaps the most disheartening 
instance of corruption occurred in 
June 2015. The head of Afghanistan’s 
reconstruction effort, John Sopko, 
issued a report claiming that the Afghan 
government under President Hamid 
Karzai “lied about how many schools 
were functioning in the country so that 
they could obtain more funding.” In 
effect, U.S. taxpayers were helping pay for 
Afghan schools that simply did not exist. 
The continuing Taliban problem has 
been worsened by the presence of a new 
Islamic state group affiliate in Afghanistan 
which has shutdown Afghan schools 
and waged open-turf battles against the 
Taliban. This new occurrence, paired with 
the recent battle for Kunduz, has led to the 
Obama administration’s continuance of 
the war in Afghanistan. 
This news isn’t met with any sort of 
significant attention from the American 
public, which seems more concerned with 
Lamar Odom’s recent overdose and Khloe 
Kardashian’s “heroic” rescue efforts. 
This surprising change in policy reflects 
a reality that the Obama administration 
has had a hard time admitting for the past 
six years: Afghanistan is an incredibly 
complex situation that cannot be solved 
by timetables, wanton allowance of 
“reconstruction funds” and drone strikes.
The U.S. must build a government 
that’s stable and loyal to the Afghan 
people. Furthermore, while ongoing air 
and drone strikes will prevent the Kabul 
government from falling, they will also 
go on to alienate and upset the Afghan 
people. Afghanistan has the potential to 
descend into another civil war, this time 
with three factions: the Taliban, Islamic 
State and the Kabul Government all vying 
for power. 
Obama’s announcement creates 
further hardships for our men and women 
in uniform who will return to a land they 
were told was being “reconstructed” 
only to find it in an even more dire 
situation. The Afghan people will also 
find themselves under prolonged foreign 
occupation and will continue to be 
caught in the crossfire. Their suffering is 
something that few Americans realize but 
it represents a very real and disheartening 
saga.
James Pomeroy is a senior history and 
political science double major. Contact 
James at pomerojs@dukes.jmu.edu.
rebeccA seymour |  letter to the editor
Sexual aggression needs
to be better addressed
As a female student at JMU, I’m thoroughly 
concerned with the way sexual aggression is 
talked about on our campus. 
We all receive timely notification emails from 
the MadisonAlert system, and most are about 
sexual crimes committed on or off campus, yet I 
haven’t seen a single email where the word “rape” 
has been used to describe the crime committed. 
Although we might not like to admit it, rape 
happens on many college campuses and JMU 
is no exception. I have a few questions: Why are 
we avoiding the word rape? Do we think sexual 
assault is a “softer” word? Why is our focus on 
the actions of the victim and not of the offender?
In the email sent last Thursday, students were 
sent a message on a crime discussing a crime 
that happened in September. The email states 
that, “The victim confided to a friend that she 
had gone to a party ‘blacked’ out as a result of 
alcohol consumption and later awoke disrobed 
and sexually assaulted.”
Sexual assault is groping and touching 
without consent, while rape is forced penetration 
without consent. Although we don’t have much 
information, I would lean toward the assumption 
that the victim was raped. The word rape wasn’t 
used to describe the crime, but was used later in 
the email to “educate” the students on how drugs 
and alcohol are related to rape.
The most concerning part of the email, for 
me, was the information we actually were given. 
Why is it that the only details given were about the 
victim’s intoxication and her behaviors?
We perpetuate rape culture by the language 
we use and the way that we address sexual 
aggression. Our campus should cultivate 
a supportive environment for victims of 
sexual assault and rape, but these emails are 
downplaying rapes and are victim-blaming.
As a college woman, I’d like to know more 
information that may possibly save myself and 
my friends from having to experience such a 
traumatic event. MadisonAlert emails don’t help 
women stay safe. I’d feel so isolated and possibly 
responsible for my rape if I were one of the 
females talked about in the MadisonAlert emails. 
Why would any woman want to report being 
raped or assaulted if this were the outcome? It’s 
so important for victims to be able to talk openly 
and be supported. Victims need supportive 
communities and resources to help them heal.
These emails promote a culture where it’s not 
OK to acknowledge rape, but it’s OK to blame the 
victim. 
For the love of God, this needs to change.
Rebecca Seymour is a junior psychology 
major.
KelSey Harding / THe Breeze
Stop the stereotype
American war in Afghanistan becomes longer
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members and pets, to more complex subjects, such as what is considered 
rude or forward in their home culture.
However, Tan and McCormick don’t have to follow the scripted questions 
to have quality conversations on their weekly lunch dates. They bonded over 
talking about their faith and each other’s cultures.
“That was something that we connected on because I consider myself a 
person of faith, and [Tan] was interested in that,” McCormick said.
Natalia Camacho, the graduate assistant for ISSS and one of the organiz-
ers of the program, hopes that the students who take part will get to have an 
experience like Tan and McCormick. Students often apply in order to meet a 
native speaker with whom to practice a language they’re studying, which is 
not a bad reason to join, according to Camacho.
“I really wish more people would be open, not just to go there for language,” 
Camacho said. “I get that you’re trying to learn a language and that’s awe-
some. I just wish people were more open about the option of cultural exchange 
instead of practicing your language.”
 Camacho believes that the benefits of getting to know someone who grew 
up outside of one’s culture can be bigger than that, though, and she enjoys 
these benefits as an organizer.
“I love learning about all of their cultures; I think it’s really interesting,” 
Camacho said.
Camacho, an international student from Bolivia, wasn’t part of Conversa-
tion Partners when she was an undergraduate at JMU because she had other 
places, like her fraternity, Alpha Kappa Psi, to practice her English. But she 
sometimes wishes she had been involved.
“I wish I knew more about it,” Camacho said. “I don’t think I heard as much 
when I was a freshman.”
Conversation Partners can be helpful for international students in that it 
provides them a place to talk to an American student who will be patient if 
they stumble across their words. It also gives international students a chance 
to connect with domestic students.
“I didn’t know how to get along with American people, especially in some 
social situations,” Tan said. “Everybody, they know each other, they have the 
same language and I was freaked out … They have to wait for me. When they 
were really excited, they just speak really fast, and then I don’t know how to 
respond to them.”
Tan doesn’t plan on being involved in Conversation Partners this fall, but 
she can still join in future semesters, and participating in the program last 
year was a positive experience for her.
“After this program, I know that actually a lot of Americans are open to 
international students,” Tan said. “They want to know more about us.”
Although Tan isn’t involved this semester, McCormick still is.
“I would have no connection to the international students here if it weren’t 
for this; I don’t think that that’s good,” McCormick said. “But this program, 
it’s definitely helped to get to know individual people and their experiences 
as a whole.”
And, of course, there are smaller things the pairs learn. Tan had never seen 
brownies from a box before, so McCormick made them for her one week.
“I learned that brownies are actually handmade,” Tan said.
CONTACT Claire Haskins at haskinca@dukes.jmu.edu.
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A POEM FOR HIS WIFE
Man with Parkinson’s disease uses poetry to express true feelings, page B3
A decade of ‘Blood, Sweat and Fears’
Fear Forest, a local haunted trail, celebrates its 10th anniversary; features JMU students and local residents as monsters and villains
ERIN WILLIAMS / THE BREEZE
Natasha Hensley, an actor for Fear Forest, glares and gleams as a haunted Maleficent for the trail’s 10th season. Forest-goers venture through a trail decorated with animatronics and other displays.
By KATE FORMELLER
contributing writer
Stepping into the unknown, squeezing a friend’s arm and 
pushing someone else to the front, thrillseekers begin walk-
ing. Then, demonic little children with their heads tilted to 
the side and clowns drenched in blood leave one breathless, 
sweaty and curled up in the fetal position. 
It all started 10 years ago. A local couple, Brandy and Chad 
Nesselrodt, are the owners of Fear Forest. 
“We participated in a haunted corn field when we were 
dating in high school; it was something fun we did together,” 
Brandy Nesselrodt said. “Then, after we got married, we had 
this land, then one night we said we really need to do some-
thing neat with it.”
Today, people of all ages come to Fear Forest for enter-
tainment. From young children to older adults, the screams 
are unmistakable. 
As it celebrates its 10th season, “Blood Sweat and Fears,” 
the Nesselrodts’ goal is to scare customers with some brand 
new effects.  
“Each year we try to make things bigger and better … this 
year I think is probably going to surprise a few people,” Nes-
selrodt said. “We got some things we have never been able 
to do; we got some animatronics and cool effects.”
The owners shared the method behind their madness to 
keep the fear alive.
“We focus more on phobias as a broad spectrum,” Nessel-
rodt said. “I think if you have one specific theme, that doesn’t 
always scare everyone. So I think by doing a broad variety of 
scares, there is going to be something in the woods that ter-
rifies just about everyone, so that’s our intent.” 
Fear Crops is another attraction on the same location; 
it features a zombie laser hunt, providing adrenaline and 
flesh-craving walking corpses staggering forward. The pop-
ular TV show, “The Walking Dead,” was an inspiration for 
Fear Crops,  according to Nesselrodt. They even used old, 
deteriorated wagons and converted them into “zombie eradi-
cation wagons.”
Fear Forest is open throughout October, however the prep-
aration started months prior. 
“Honestly, we start working on things in March and it takes 
until as long as Christmas to clean up,” Nesselrodt said. 
There are over 60 volunteers who give their time and ener-
gy to revive one’s deepest, darkest fears.
“This is my second year here. My favorite part is seeing 
people’s’ reactions,” Kayla Kimmel, a rotting, blood-thirsty 
Pocahontas, said. “There is a lot of new stuff this year.”
The volunteers supply their own costumes. Some gather 
up materials from past Halloweens while others buy theirs 
and add their own special touch.
“I got this [costume] offline and added creepy stuff and 
a lot of blood,” Kimmell said.
However, the people behind the curtain play a big role 
too. 
“I have to give props to my family because they are big 
supporters of us,” Nesselrodt said. “Our family helps us to 
get everything ready and set up. My husband is a big role 
in making sure everything is ready to go and helping to get 
things rolling; my dad does a lot of building of the sets.”
On Friday, over 100 people were eagerly waiting in line. 
Their faces drastically changed when they heard the screams 
coming in all directions from the darkness that lay ahead.
 “We are friends with the owners, Chad and Brandy. We 
have been coming for about nine years,” Cindy Morgan, an 
employee of JMU’s Office of Research Integrity, said. 
In those nine years, one scene of Fear Forest stands out 
as her favorite.
 “There is a graveyard with dry ice or fog, so it’s very cool,” 
Morgan said. “There is always something different.” 
The design concepts that bring fears to life, the masters 
behind it all, are accredited to the owners.  
“I love designing the sets and coming up with new ideas, 
trying to figure out what will scare someone,” Nesselrodt said. 
“The objective is to see if you will get out alive.”
CONTACT Kate Formeller at 
forme2ka@dukes.jmu.edu.
“We focus more on phobias as a 
broad spectrum. I think if you 
have one specific theme, that 
doesn’t always scare everyone.”
Brandy Nesselrodt
Fear Forest owner
PARTNERS |  Students enjoy exploring new cultures and languages
MARSHAL RIGGS / THE BREEZE
Tansy Tan (left), a sophomore accounting major, and Olivia McCormick, a senior 
psychology major, were paired last year for Conversation Partners, a unifying club.
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Culture calendar
Artsy events on and off campus from Oct. 18 to 31
Fall Color Horse-Drawn Carriage Rides
Sunday, Oct. 18
1 to 5 p.m.
Edith J. Carrier Arboretum
Rides: $12
With the beauty of the changing leaves and crisp fall air, what 
better way to celebrate than a Percheron horse-drawn carriage 
ride through the Arboretum? Each carriage seats six and carriage 
rides run every 20 minutes. The journey is one mile in length 
through the Arboretum forest. It looks like it’s going to be a little 
cooler, so participants may want to dress warmly. Call ahead to 
guarantee a seat at 540-568-3194.
John Foster Art Gallery Opening: Vernacular Photography, 
Found Objects and Artwork by Self-Taught Artists
Monday, Oct. 19
Show in Duke Hall Gallery Oct. 19 to Dec. 4
Price: Free
John Foster is an artist, graphic designer, curator and blogger. 
“Accidental Mysteries” — found on both his blog of the same 
name and in his traveling exhibition — is a display of vernacular 
and found photography. For the most part, this exhibit features 
photos taken of average people and everyday life, which Foster 
has found online or other places over the years. 
Homecom-Sing
Friday, Oct. 23
7 to 9:15 p.m.
Wilson Hall
Tickets: Free
This event is a Homecoming concert featuring all nine of JMU’s 
a cappella groups. These groups are: Exit 245, The Madison Proj-
ect, The Overtones, Rescored, Low Key, Note-oriety, Into Hymn, 
The BluesTones and Unaccompanied. Madison Project alumnus 
JR Snow and current Note-oriety member Madeleine Chalk will 
be hosting this event. Admission is free, so concert-goers should 





Tickets: $43 for JMU students
While the Times Newspaper in the U.K. called them “phenom-
enal,” they strive for passion and precision. The group, directed 
by Nigel Short, is an award-winning vocal group from the Unit-
ed Kingdom. They will be performing “The Romantic Legacy of 
Renaissance Polyphony,” on Saturday. This will include singing 
pieces by composers like Allegri and Brahms. If the music doesn’t 
draw you in, the prestige of this group should. They are perform-
ing at JMU as part of their world tour which includes churches, 
concert halls and festivals. Concertgoers should grab their tickets 
now to experience “the power and intimacy of the human voice.”
Harrisonburg Bead, Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show
Friday, Oct. 23 to Sunday, Oct. 25
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday
Rockingham County Fairgrounds — Commercial Exhibits 
Building
Tickets: $4 for the weekend
This event is for students with cars, since it’s about a 15 minute 
drive from campus. Organized by the Treasures Of The Earth Gem 
& Jewelry, the show features jewelry makers, goldsmiths and sil-
versmiths from all over the U.S. The vendors are selected based 
on the quality of their work, and can do anything from design-
ing to fixing jewelry on the spot. There will also be dealers of all 
types of gems and minerals, wire and gem crafters and hourly 
door prizes. Even for those not looking to buy a piece of jewelry 
or a wire sculpture, they can check out the show just to window 
shop. The work is not just jewelry, but art.
“Pillowman”
By Martin McDonagh




This is a student-chosen, run and performed play about a writer 
in a totalitarian state being interrogated in regard to the gruesome 
content of his short stories in comparison to some child murders. 
The show has won several awards and looks to be both intense 
and haunting — perfect for Halloween.
Screening of “Night of the Living Dead”
Tuesday, Oct. 27
8:30 and 10:30 p.m.
Court Square Theater
Tickets: $5
Enjoy a bit of a pre-Halloween scare with this authentic black 
and white horror film. A group of people hide from zombies in 
a farmhouse, picked off one by one. Not even the innocent can 
hide for long, and the film turns into the deceased praying on the 
living and all sorts of 1968 cinematography. Head to a showing to 
get in the Halloween spirit.
“The Rocky Horror Picture Show”
Wednesday, Oct. 28 to Thursday, Oct. 29
9:30 p.m.
Court Square Theater
Tickets: $8.50 for JMU Students
We all know the story: Brad and Janet, flat tire, Dr. Frank-N-
Furter’s mansion, dancing, transvestite scientist, Time Warp, 
Rocky. Head over to Court Square in your costume to join in on 
the tradition. You can buy your prop bag at the door; filled with 
rice, confetti and toilet paper, with instructions for when to throw 
what. The whole audience is into the experience and it’s fun to 
bring a group to stand up and dance with!
Harrisonburg Ghost Tours
Fridays Oct. 23 and 30 and Saturdays Oct. 24 and 31
8 to 9:30 p.m.
Starting in the parking lot behind Hardesty-Higgins House
$10 per person (tour-goers can call 540-315-4685 or mes-
sage their Facebook page to reserve tickets)
 
Curious about the ghosts and haunts of local Harrisonburg? 
Take a ghost tour! Tours groups hear true stories about sightings 
and visit the places the sightings took place; some may even have 
a sighting of their own. Both believers and skeptics are welcome 
on the 75-minute tour stopping at the Ice House, Joshua Wilton 
and Collicello Street, just to name a few. Though these tours take 
place periodically throughout the year, Halloween is a good time 
to take advantage of these walks, as tours may even hear about 
some haunts on JMU’s campus just in time for the holidays. 
By REBECCA JOSEPHSON | The Breeze
CONTACT Rebecca Josephson at josephrc@dukes.jmu.edu. GRAPHICS BY KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE
Unfiltered patriotism
New Spielberg film tears through the 
American perception of the Cold War
By MICHAEL CARTER
The Breeze
Steven Spielberg needs no introduction, as he’s arguably the most prolific 
director in film history and one of the few representations of classic Hollywood 
still working today. “Bridge of 
Spies,” Spielberg’s latest, is 
evidence of that. It has classic 
sensibilities that are all but 
dead in today’s market; sen-
sibilities that Spielberg helped 
establish in the first place.
“Bridge of Spies” follows 
the true story of James Donovan (played by Tom Hanks), a life insurance 
lawyer who gets recruited by the government during the Cold War to defend 
Soviet spy Rudolf Abel (played by Mark Rylance) in court, and then later nego-
tiates the exchange of the spy for one of America’s own, Francis Gary Powers 
(played by Austin Stowell).
I had my reservations going into this film because the trailers made it seem 
like the whole story was just an exercise in jingoism, an extreme form of patri-
otism. Without context, many of the lines used in the marketing campaign 
came off as trite clichés about how America is the best because we have the 
Constitution and it makes us the most just of any country in the world. Or, at 
least, that’s the impression I had going in.
In reality, my initial assumptions couldn’t be further from the truth. What 
I thought would be an endless stream of patriotic generalizations about Cold 
War America ended up being an intelligent critique of our own ethnocen-
trism. Donovan is hated by the public for much of the movie because he’s 
the man appointed to defend Abel, who was viewed as some sort of devil. But 
Donovan understands that this man is just that: a man, like any other. He was 
merely doing the job he was assigned to do and deserves as fair a trial as any-
one. Naturally, America doesn’t sympathize with Donovan’s quest for justice.
Spielberg’s critique of American society during the Cold War, and in gen-
eral, is based on this conflict. Donovan’s philosophy essentially boils down to 
treat others as you would treat yourself, an ideology that America hasn’t always 
abided by throughout history. This is what makes the film so thoroughly engag-
ing. Aside from being a taut, humble historical drama, it also forces America 
in front of the mirror, giving us a look at our past in a light not often used.
Virtues aside, “Bridge of Spies” also functions incredibly on the technical 
side of things. Spielberg is known for his subtle long takes, and this film is no 
different. He eliminates the need for cuts by moving the camera around his 
actors in a way that allows for close-ups and wide shots to flow seamlessly, 
which often leads to takes running for several minutes. This allows the audi-
ence to fully immerse in each scene without even realizing what’s going on, 
giving the illusion of reality that much more credence.
This technical competence runs all the way back to the script, which is con-
cise and engaging at every turn. Donovan is written incredibly well, which 
is only emphasized by the fact that Hanks, America’s sweetheart, plays the 
character with his trademark precision. It goes without saying that you’re on 
Donovan’s side from his first appearance on screen, but it’s his classic sense 
of wit that really locks you in. As is appropriate for an insurance lawyer from 
Brooklyn who finds himself under such absurd circumstances, Donovan greets 
every escalation in the stakes with a sort of professional sarcasm that keeps 
the tone light without breaking that valued sense of realism.
Spielberg and success pretty much go hand-in-hand at this point, and it’s 
good to see that the founder of the blockbuster still keeps his classic style close 
to his heart. “Bridge of Spies” probably isn’t going to knock the socks off any 
younger viewers, but for the mature, patient moviegoer, this film is one of the 
most satisfying of the year.





Starring Tom Hanks, Mark Rylance, Amy 
Ryan
from front
of Godwin Hall, according to Wyatt.
This shuttle will run every half an hour from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on weekdays 
provided that enough students maintain frequent ridership. Finally, in addition 
to JMU’s shuttle, the Harrisonburg transit system runs through the R11 lot as well, 
delivering yet another alternative to students.
“We understand it’s not right where our want is, but there is parking available and 
so we’re just asking people to kind of plan ahead, and we appreciate their patience” 
Wyatt said. 
With the issues of parking aside, the plans for D-Hub involve some pretty exciting 
features, according to Wyatt. The structure of the facility itself is something entirely 
different to the JMU community. 
“I know the University of Virginia had something similar; I know we were sort of 
getting started on the project and some of our administrators toured one at Harvard 
and from my understanding, they’re pretty nice facilities,” Wyatt said. 
The arrangement involves a sort of climate-controlled, tent-like structure, with a 
1,000-seat dining area surrounded on the sides and back with the various kitchens. 
These stations will actually house the current kitchen equipment from D-Hall, sav-
ing the university considerable time and resources. 
In terms of decor, the university hopes to add some touches reminiscent of D-Hall 
to preserve a small portion of its legacy through the renovation process, such as 
similar color schemes, lighting and seating designs.
Besides the structure, the food offerings inside D-Hub will be a blend of old and 
new. 
“It will offer all of the traditional D-Hall items — pizza, pasta, burgers, the entree 
station, salad bar, deli and, of course, desserts,” Stephanie Hoshower, JMU dining’s 
resident district manager, said. 
Vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free options will be on the menu as well. Some 
changes made to the standard menu include the addition of a Mexican station as 
well as two walk-up windows for carry-out items like pizza and burgers. This will 
be a take-out process similar to the service at PC Dukes and Top Dog. People can 
order food from the vendors and package them to go. 
D-Hub will only replace the food from D-Hall; to the dismay of some students, it 
won’t include any of the other eateries including Market 1, Let’s Go! Local and Ein-
stein Bros. Bagels. But some of these offerings will be available in a second temporary 
location behind Moody Hall, which is in relative proximity to the old building. That 
location will house a temporary Chick-fil-A and a food truck hub composed of the 
Starbucks truck and two other food trucks. 
“We are working with the Student Government Association Food and Dining 
Committee and another group of students to determine what those food trucks 
will offer,” Hoshower said. 
Some members of the student body, especially those living on campus, have 
expressed uncertainty regarding the upcoming plans for dining options. 
“I think that D-Hall needs a lot of work, but it’s going to complicate things for stu-
dents,” Emily Anderson-Vanbersluys, a freshman undeclared major, said. 
While students housed in the Village will have the convenience of a nearby din-
ing facility, students located on the Quad will have to adjust their schedules to 
accommodate a dining hall located further away than what they’re accustomed to. 
Concerns over hours of operation are also prevalent among some students.
“I think it’s going to conflict with schedules, especially because places like Market 
are convenient,” Mirella Lopez, a freshman nursing major, said.
JMU is confident that all doubts regarding both the temporary locations and 
the new D-Hall will subside once the projects are underway and people begin to 
embrace the changes. 
“Any time there’s change on campus, it takes some time to get used to … but in 
the end, I think based on facilities that we do have, we all know deep down in our 
hearts that it’s going to be a pretty spectacular place once it’s done,” Wyatt said. “Just 
like E-Hall, it didn’t take people very long to get used to that one, so I think people 
will be pleased with the end product.”
CONTACT Nicolette Chuss at chussns@dukes.jmu.edu.
D-HUB | Changes to layout 
affect current student parking
movie review
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Poetry through the pain
By EMMA KORYNTA
The Breeze
In the drawer of a standard dresser in a standard room lie black and white pages 
of poetry, colorful with tales of a full life. Pages upon pages of handwritten freeform 
verses map out a man’s years with the people he loves. 
Bill Aldrow has been writing poetry since 1993, shortly after marrying his wife, 
Priscilla Aldrow. 
“He wrote probably for five or 10 years and then he started to get a little sicker 
and we just didn’t realize it,” Priscilla said. “I didn’t know why he quit writing, and 
he didn’t either.”
Bill, who has Parkinson’s disease, is a resident at Avante Nursing Home on South 
Avenue and now struggles to write. 
“When you can’t communicate in that way, it’s a big deal,” Priscilla said. “He tries 
to get me to write it down; he has to wait for me to come though, unfortunately.” 
Mattie Farnsworth, a sophomore nursing major, acts as a temporary caregiver for 
Bill as part of her Issues and Applications of Family Caregiving class and sees the 
effects Parkinson’s has on Bill. 
“It’s definitely made it harder,” Farnsworth said. “Now he can’t write as easily. You 
can definitely tell he’s in a stage where it’s starting to hinder certain abilities to do 
things. He’s at that point where we have to write for him if he wants to write a poem.” 
Bill frequently reflects on his past work and how he came to start writing.
“Going through high school, I hated to write,” Bill said. “I’d have a five-page essay 
and they’d want it in by Tuesday. I’d write it Monday just before I went to bed.” 
Bill said that, though his high school teachers always encouraged him to write, 
he didn’t start writing until long after.
“Why I started writing, I’ll never know,” Bill said. “We like to say that it is done 
by God.” 
Bill’s religion has been a huge influence in how he writes and what he writes about. 
“Bill is a very wonderful person, very spiritual,” Farnsworth said. “That’s some-
thing that was great to see, especially in his poetry. A lot of his themes reflect love 
and religion, and generally he reflects equality.” 
Bill’s poetry primarily revolves around God and his wife, which are the two matters 
he finds most important. His wife loves that he writes about her and his love for her. 
“It’s incredible to think that somebody feels that way about you,” Priscilla said. 
“True Love,” one of Bill’s poems about Priscilla, was published in the collective 
poetry book, “Beyond The Sea: Tranquility,” published in December 2014. 
“All life moves on / We will too / There’ll never be another / To take the place of 
you,” he writes.
A large majority of Bill’s poetry is about those two subjects. He likes to write about 
things that make people happy. 
“That’s the way I feel it should be,” Bill said. “It should be fun, especially in this 
part of our time. Get some people laughing out there.” 
Bill said that when he writes, it’s always spontaneous.
“It was very scattered throughout the years. I’d be walking around going some 
place and next thing you know I’m sitting a table writing,” Bill said. “It just hits you. 
You don’t sit down and write it, it writes it.” 
Much of what he has written is about the people in his life and how they shaped 
him.
“The memories from them are all I’ve got / These memories from the Dad I know 
/ Stay with me as I walk through life / They’ve helped me in good and bad times too 
/ As I grew up without this man,” Bill writes in his poem, “My Dad.”
Bill finds that the work he’s written that he continues to reread helps him in his 
current state. 
“It puts my mind to work,” Bill said. “When you go into the ‘retired stage,’ all 
you’ve got is memory.”
CONTACT Emma Korynta at korynten@dukes.jmu.edu.
Local man with Parkinson’s writes poetry to keep his mind at work
The end of the rainbow
Local Irish restaurant Corgans’ Publick House is a pot of gold for taste buds 
By JOANNA MCNEILLY
The Breeze
The Irish part of me was very excited 
when I visited Corgans’ Publick House, 
a casual bar and restaurant that keeps to 
its Irish heritage with the atmosphere. 
Ireland flags were hanging from the 
windows and signs were scattered on 
the walls reminding people to drink beer 
and have a good time. Located on Port 
Republic Road, this pub is a hidden gold 
mine of food.
I walked into the pub instantly smell-
ing what I knew I was going to order: a 
cheeseburger. The smell of cooked meat 
with a hint of spices filled my nostrils, 
and my stomach instantly growled. I was 
greeted by a red-headed man with a four-
leaf clover on his shirt, “How can I help 
you miss?” he asked me with a smile. He 
took me to a little nook of the restaurant 
and sat me down with three menus.
 I noticed the TVs at the bar, which 
gave it more of a sports grill type of feel. 
Most of the people who were dining were 
older, a man at the bar said it was his 68th 
birthday and that he deserved a beer.
Each menu served a different pur-
pose. The larger one, double-sided, was 
the full menu, where “Sandwiches” are 
separate from “Burgers,” which immedi-
ately gave me the idea that I was going to 
be eating a hearty meal. The next menu 
had featured items for the month, which 
included pumpkin mac ‘n’ cheese and 
an apple turnover (yum!). The smallest 
menu I had illustrated the specials for 
every day of the week; I went on Tuesday, 
Ladies Night, which meant half-priced 
appetizers.
In honor of half-priced appetizer 
night, I went for the Richard’s Welsh 
Rarebit, recommended by my wait-
ress. Let me tell you, this was by far the 
best carb-filled snack I’ve ever had. This 
starter includes a cheesy dip with sharp 
Vermont white cheddar cheese, ale and 
spices served with toast. 
Since I’m a huge cheese fan, I practi-
cally bathed in the dip. Not only was it 
perfectly heated, the melted dip paired 
perfectly with the sourdough toast that it 
came with. This cheese had a light taste 
to it, with only a little salt, which is what 
made it so addicting with the bread. I 
almost ate the cheese by itself because 
it wasn’t too overwhelming. It was like 
eating gourmet melted cheese, but for 
half the price.
When I got my burger, I was too full 
from my amazing starter to fully enjoy 
it. However, the standard cheeseburger 
I got was not as big as I thought it’d be. 
When I go to other pubs, I always notice 
how big the burgers are because I think 
about how much easier it would be to eat 
if I had two mouths.
But this burger was small enough to 
hold in one hand. Cooked perfectly to 
medium rare, just the way I like it, the 
bread and cheese were soft in my mouth, 
which I think is how a burger is meant to 
be. Because it was so soft and the bread 
to meat ratio was on par, I found nothing 
wrong with my cheeseburger. 
Let’s not forget the regular cut french 
fries you get at a pub with your burger, 
like the ones I got that were sprinkled 
with salt and some mysterious drool-
worthy spice. I kept picking at them 
while I thought about how full I was from 
the cheese dip. 
As you can see, I love food. But, as you 
can also see, Corgans’ Pub gets a five out 
of five on my scorecard. All I’m saying is 
that if you eat at Corgans’, you won’t be 
disappointed. It truly is the pot of gold 
waiting at the end of the rainbow. 
Joanna McNeilly is a sophomore 
writing, rhetoric and technical 
communication major. Contact 
Joanna at mcneilje@dukes.jmu.edu.






Bill Aldrow, a resident at Avante Nursing Home, has been writing poetry since 1993. Now he can only write with the help of his wife, Priscilla.
SAM TAYLOR / THE BREEZE
PHOTOS BY CHELSEA GLOWACKI / THE BREEZE
Richard’s Welsh Rarebit is a Corgans’ Publick House starter made of sourdough toast and a warm blend 
of sharp Vermont white cheddar cheese, ale and spices. Starters are half-priced every Tuesday evening.
Corgans’ burgers are small enough to hold in one hand and come with regular cut, salted french fries.
Sports
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JuSt keep Swimming
Couldn’t make it to the swim and dive meet at the savage Natatorium 
on saturday? Check out our photo essay on page B5.
Causing a racket 




Sure to keep your head on a swivel, JMU club racquetball is 
in the midst of its first full season this year.  
Club president Nick Benedetto took the initiative to start the 
club in the fall of 2014. The campaign to get the attention of the 
university was a success.
“It was kind of informal at first,” Benedetto, a sophomore 
integrated science and technology major, said. “It was me and a 
couple of hallmates that wanted to join a club racquetball team, 
but we didn’t have one here at JMU. As of the fall of 2015, we are 
getting approved to be an actual club for UREC.”
Sophomore club member Austin Vassallo recalls the club 
forming almost as an accident.
“Freshman year I came to UREC with a bunch of my hall-
mates,” Vassallo said. “We came to play basketball actually, but 
all the courts were taken. We saw people playing racquetball 
and were like ‘Hey let’s try it out.’”
Even though the club is newly formed, it has quickly found 
a home in the Mid-Atlantic Collegiate Racquetball Conference 
(MACRC). Universities that compete in the MACRC include the 
University of North Carolina, Liberty University, Duke Univer-
sity, the University of Virginia and Virginia Tech, among others. 
In order to compete at a high level in the conference, the 
team puts in several hours of practice each week.
“We practice right now three times a week,” Benedetto said. 
“We have two-hour practices on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. We are hoping to add another practice for Sundays.”
Despite the competitive nature of the club, the team still 
practices in a loose environment while also providing learn-
ing opportunities for its members.
“We are fairly relaxed,” Vassallo said. “We play singles and 
doubles with each other and then we figure out what people 
are struggling with and try to help them out with it so that they 
can improve.”
On Oct. 10, the club competed in its very first tournament 
at Liberty University. Benedetto was very pleased with how to 
team performed in its first competition as a club.
“For our first tournament, we did pretty good,” Benedetto 
said. “For our girls, our No. 1 doubles team got first overall out 
of the whole tournament. We had a bunch of people that won 
a couple games and went far in their bracket.”
Sophomores Abby Mann and Macy Mears made up the dou-
bles team that placed first at the tournament. 
“It felt really good to win,” Mann said. “I think that we sur-
prised a lot of the other schools and we showed them that 
they’re definitely going to get some competition from JMU.”
The tournament at Liberty was only the start of what hopes to 
be a promising season for the club.
“There are four MACRC tournaments throughout the whole 
year,” Benedetto said. “On top of that, we are hoping to host our 
own tournament independent of the MACRC. Hopefully we will 
go to about five or six tournaments every year.”
Club racquetball will be accepting new members once the 
spring semester rolls around. There’s a wide range of skill lev-
els on the team and there’s no experience necessary for joining 
the club.  
“I played a little bit in high school with my dad,” Mann said. 
“But other than that, we learned how to play with [Benedetto].”
On top of competing out on the court, club racquetball 
offers its members a social experience that everyone in the 
club enjoys.
“Being able to meet all of these cool people and just being 
able to walk on a court and not know someone, then becoming 
best buddies with them is just so nice,” Vassallo said. 
The club encourages everyone to join in the spring semes-
ter and become involved in a truly unique sport that offers not 
only athletic competition, but also unparalleled camaraderie. 
“It is a really fun game,” Benedetto said. “Racquetball is 
really fast-paced and usually everyone that plays it enjoys it.”
CoNtaCt Jake Brod at brodjt@dukes.jmu.edu.
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The JMU field hockey team battled 
valiantly against one of the nation’s best 
before falling just short in overtime on 
Sunday in Harrisonburg.
JMU (11-4) lost to No. 4-ranked Duke 
University by a score of 2-1. Sophomore 
midfielder and defender Alexa Mackin-
tire’s goal just 40 seconds into overtime 
sealed the victory for the Blue Devils, 
who improved their record to 11-4. 
Duke took control of the game early 
as it controlled possession and found a 
goal off the stick of sophomore forward 
Ashley Kristen 17 minutes into the game. 
After the goal, however, it was all JMU 
until overtime. The Dukes held a 16-7 
shot advantage over the Blue Devils 
and only committed 42 fouls compared 
to the 55 by Duke. 
“It was a hard-fought game and there 
were moments that we absolutely domi-
nated,” head coach Christy Morgan said. 
“I’m really proud of our group. I think 
we stepped up.”
Even with all the opportunities to 
score, JMU didn’t tie the game up until 
late in the second half when sophomore 
forward Melanie Kusakavitch scored 
with just over three minutes remain-
ing. Despite Kusakavitch’s late goal, JMU 
fell short in overtime as the Blue Devils 
scored on a deflected shot. 
The Dukes were unhappy with the 
loss, as they were looking to secure 
their third win over a ranked team this 
season, but they were happy with their 
efforts in the game.
“We have a little bit of a sour taste, but 
we’re more proud of the effort we put 
out and the togetherness we displayed,” 
Kusakavitch said. 
Teams never want to lose, but with a 
hard-fought loss to one of the top teams 
in the country comes some silver linings. 
“As a unit we’re very proud of every-
one’s performances all around from 
start to finish today,” redshirt senior 
midfielder and forward Taylor West 
said. “It’s just something to build on 
from here.
With a shot advantage for JMU, 
Duke’s redshirt senior goalkeeper Lau-
ren Blazing was under quite a bit of 
pressure. However, she handled it and 
finished the game with 10 saves. Blaz-
ing was a second team All-American last 
year, finishing sixth in the nation in save 
percentage. 
“Their keeper is fabulous, one of the 
best keepers in the nation,” Morgan said. 
“We gave her some good shots and she 
made some great saves.”
Playing ranked opponents is some-
thing the Dukes have not shied away 
from this year. JMU also faced No. 17 
University of Iowa, No. 9 University of 
Louisville, No. 15 Old Dominion Univer-
sity and No. 13 University of Delaware. 
With ranked opponents comes the 
increased potential for losses, but also 
the ability to greatly improve as a unit. 
The games also serve as a measuring 
stick to see where the Dukes stack up 
against some of the nation’s top teams. 
“If you wanna be the best, you gotta 
play the best,” Morgan said. “When you 
put a competitive team up against a top 
five team they love the challenge. They 
play better than if it’s an unranked 
team.”
Playing challenging games against 
highly regarded opponents also gives 
the Dukes a little extra motivation when 
they take the field.  
“I just think when you’re challenged 
from game to game it gives you that 
excitement to want to play,” West said. 
Facing the nation’s best is also a way 
for the Dukes to get into the NCAA 
tournament if they fail to win the CAA 
tournament championship.
“Our goal is not just to play this sea-
son,” Morgan said. “Our goal is to get 
into the NCAAs. When you play ranked 
teams and you’re a ranked team you 
want to play the higher ranked teams 
to have the possibility of an at-large bid.” 
JMU plays next on Oct. 23 when the 
Dukes travel to the College of William 
& Mary (5-10) before they return home 
on Oct. 30 to face No. 5-ranked Univer-
sity of Virginia (12-3). 
CoNtaCt Bennett Conlin  at 
conlinbf@dukes.jmu.edu.
dukes fall to duke
Field hockey loses in overtime against no. 4-ranked duke university Sunday afternoon
TOP Sophomore goalkeeper Sara Kraeutler makes a save against two Duke midfielders. BOTTOM The 
Dukes circle up in a pregame ritual. With the loss to the Blue Devils, JMU is now 11-4 overall but still a 
perfect 4-0 in Colonial Athletic Association play.
FiEld hoCkEy (11-4)
daniel Stein / tHe Breeze
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
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It’s no secret that the NFL has missed the mark 
quite a few times in the past year. Whether it’s Ray 
Rice only being suspended for two games after 
knocking his fiancee unconscious or the entire Patriots’ 
“Deflategate” scandal, which smacked Tom Brady with 
an over-the-top, four-game suspension, Roger Goodell 
and the NFL seem to make the wrong calls more often 
than not.
As if those offenses aren’t bad enough, defensive end 
Greg Hardy returned to the league earlier this month 
after missing only four games due 
to domestic violence charges from 
May 2014. What did he do upon 
his return? He made comments 
such as “You seen [Brady’s] wife? 
I hope she comes to the game. 
I hope her sister comes to the 
game,” and about how he wants to 
see Brady “the same way I did last 
time I saw him, hopefully on the ground.” 
This obviously proves what a standup guy he is, yet 
the Dallas Cowboys and the NFL have welcomed him 
back with open arms. The video in which his statements 
were made was published on the NFL website without a 
single word of criticism, right underneath the NFL logo 
with its breast cancer awareness ribbon, an obvious 
showcase of its support of women.
However, last week when Pittsburgh Steelers running 
back DeAngelo Williams asked the NFL if he could 
continue wearing pink accessories outside of October 
in memory of his mother and other women who have 
lost their battles with breast cancer, he was told that, 
if he did, he would be in violation of the league’s strict 
uniform policy that there was absolutely no exception 
to. His teammate, defensive end Cameron Heyward, 
was fined after Monday night’s game against the San 
Diego Chargers for adding the words “Iron Head” to 
his eye black in honor of his father, who lost his cancer 
battle in 2006.
As someone who loves football and watches as many 
games as possible each week, it’s heartbreaking to 
know that an organization I once admired can’t seem 
to tell the difference between right and wrong. Instead 
of focusing on uniforms or the PSI level of a football, 
maybe the NFL should take a look in the mirror and 
realize that it’s the problem. 
If you can support women enough to dedicate 
an entire month to pink jerseys, cleats, gloves and 
spirit wear, maybe you can stop allowing players who 
represent your organization to beat women and come 
right back. Giving these players ludicrous punishments 
which inevitably get reduced or overturned because 
they’re deemed not appropriate in the first place and 
then turning around and fining players for wearing 
the wrong thing proves just how out of touch and 
hypocritical the NFL is.
Higher standards need to be set for players and decision 
makers alike, because these inconsistencies in what is and 
isn’t accepted within the organization prove that something 
needs to change. I’ve already lost most of my respect for the 
NFL and if things continue to go down the path they are, 
I can pretty much guarantee that I won’t be the only one.
CONTACT Ashleigh Balsamo at 
breezeopinion@gmail.com.
The NFL needs to focus on what 
really matters
JMU swimming and diving opened up its home slate this past Saturday at the Savage Natatorium in Godwin 
Hall as it defeated Liberty University 155-145. With the victory, the Dukes improved to 2-0 on the season. The 
Dukes had seven first-place finishes on the day. In swimming, seniors Kristen Zielinski, Cameron Martin and 
Camilla Czulada each had first-place finishes in the 200-meter freestyle, 200-meter butterfly and 50-meter 
freestyle, respectively. Sophomore Katie Parker also added a first-place finish in the 100-meter breaststroke while 
sophomore Quinn MacMillan also posted the top time in the 500-meter freestyle.
In diving, senior Carly Alexander finished first in the 1-meter dive and junior Olivia Lehman took first in the 
3-meter dive.
The Dukes clinched victory in the meet in the final event of the day with a first-place finish in the 400-meter 
freestyle relay. The winning foursome included MacMillan, Zielinksi, Czulada and senior Carli Molano.
Dukes drown Flames in home opener
PHOTOS BY CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE
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REDEFINING STUDENT
LIVING AT JMU.
COME SEE WHAT WE
HAVE TO OFFER!
Outdoor Social Hall
Fire Pit and Grill Patio
Indoor Relaxation Lounge with free WiFi
24-hour Clubhouse with Billiards and 
Gaming Space








Study Lounge and Group Study Room with 
free WiFi and New iMac Computers
24-hour Starbucks® Cafe
24-hour Emergency Maintenance on-call
Located within walking distance
of JMU Campus
Three Convenient Bus Stops















FOOTBALL | JMU’s run game proved effective in more ways than one
GAmedAy | ‘We’ve just had such good luck with these FCS programs’
from front
victory in an away game in pro-
gram history. 
“It’s hard to shut anybody out,” 
JMU head coach Everett Withers 
said. “I think our defense played 
well today, our offense gave us 
opportunities … hopefully we 
continue to grow with that.”
It was the first time Elon (2-5, 
1-3 CAA) was held scoreless 
against a Football Championship 
Subdivision opponent since Nov. 
12, 2005, against The Citadel.
Starting with the offense, JMU 
posted 604 total yards, includ-
ing 406 rushing yards. The Dukes 
scored on eight of their 13 drives 
in the game, including five 
straight touchdowns between the 
end of the first quarter to the start 
of the third and a perfect six for six 
in the red zone.
JMU averaged 48.3 points per 
game on a FCS-leading average 
of 614.5 yards of total offense per 
game entering Saturday. Of these, 
the Dukes averaged 320.7 yards 
rushing. 
On the contrary, Elon had 
allowed a CAA-worst 215.3 rush-
ing yards per game. 
“It doesn’t matter who we play, 
we want to be able to run the ball 
and we want to be able to set the 
tone and be physical up front,” 
redshirt senior quarterback Vad 
Lee said.
Setting the tone in the run 
game is exactly what the Dukes 
accomplished. On JMU’s first 
drive of the game, redshirt soph-
omore running back Cardon 
Johnson broke through for an 
80-yard touchdown run.
Heading the run game brigade 
was the running back duo of 
Johnson and junior Khalid Abdul-
lah — in total the Dukes had six 
players with at least four carries. 
Johnson had a career high of 
165 rushing yards on 17 attempts 
and found the end zone twice. 
Saturday was Johnson’s third 
time this year rushing for over 100 
yards, a mark he surpassed in the 
second quarter. 
“It was just a great feeling, the 
O-line did a great job up front,” 
Johnson said. “When those guys 
are going it helps the running 
backs go too.”
Abdullah also found the end 
zone twice on 75 yards rushing, 
his ninth and 10th touchdowns 
of the season. Abdullah is just 
the 14th player in JMU history to 
record at least 10 touchdowns in 
a season, the first Duke to do so 
since Dae’quan Scott (2010-13) 
in 2011. 
Also making his mark Saturday 
was freshman running back Trai 
Sharpe, who — on his first career 
carry early in the fourth quarter — 
broke through the right side of the 
line for a 64-yard run. Four plays 
later, he scored his first career 
touchdown from a yard out. 
Sophomore tight end Jona-
than Kloosterman also caught 
his first career touchdown pass 
from seven yards out in the sec-
ond quarter for the Dukes. 
Lee contributed to the cause 
as well, running for 66 yards. On 
a 39-yard run midway through 
the third quarter, Lee surpassed 
1,500 career rushing yards. Lee 
also went 16 for 22 for 198 yards 
and two touchdowns passing. He 
moved into third place in pro-
gram history in passing yards 
with 5,358.
Elon’s offense ranked last in the 
CAA in multiple categories, and 
entered the game averaging just 
12.7 points per game, and ranked 
121st out of 123 FCS teams in total 
offense. The Dukes’ offense held 
the Phoenix to 289 total yards 
and, of course, the goose egg on 
the scoreboard. 
Redshirt junior cornerback 
Taylor Reynolds notched two 
interceptions to increase his 
career total to nine, which moves 
him to eighth all-time for JMU.
“We made adjustments to 
what we see on film,” Reynolds 
said. “Our coaches made a great 
gameplan, and we just executed 
the gameplan.”
Next Saturday, JMU hosts the 
University of Richmond (5-1, 
3-0 CAA) for Homecoming, a 
matchup of the only two teams 
in the CAA that’re undefeated 
against conference opponents. 
Kickoff is at 3:30 p.m.
COnTACT Richie Bozek at 
breezesports@gmail.com.
from front
there would have been no shot of us coming to Harrisonburg.”  
The initial wave of “GameDay” staff will arrive to Harrisonburg 
to survey the campus on Monday, scouting out locations to set up 
things such as offices and trucks. On Wednesday, a larger wave of 
technical staff will arrive with a caravan of ESPN trucks and buses. 
Setup will begin early Thursday morning, and by Thursday evening, 
the “GameDay” set will be ready for TV for “College Football Live” 
on Friday afternoon.
Ideally, Fitting wants to set up in front of Wilson Hall on the 
Quad.
“A stadium backdrop you can get any week,” Fitting said. “The 
Quad is the school’s character, its flavor. That’s ultimately what 
we’re looking for.”
Admission to be behind the “GameDay” set is free and first-
come, first-serve with no limit on attendance, according to Fitting. 
But it’s a polar opposite for the game. As of late Sunday afternoon, 
both student tickets and public seating for next Saturday’s game at 
the 25,000 capacity Bridgeforth Stadium had sold out.
“I look at this as a great opportunity for the Harrisonburg com-
munity,” JMU Director of Athletics Jeff Bourne said. “It’s one of 
those moments that’s going to be very special, and it’s not some-
thing that you can ever really replicate.”
According to Bourne, game time will remain 3:30 p.m. and the 
broadcast will remain on Comcast SportsNet.
JMU initiated contact with “GameDay” back in August in hopes 
of being considered later in the season. According to Interim Direc-
tor of Athletics Communications Kevin Warner, there was more 
conversation after the Dukes defeated Football Bowl Subdivision 
opponent Southern Methodist University 48-45 on Sept. 26.
“We knew if it’s going to happen we need to lay the ground-
work in advance,” Warner said on Friday. “Really it was just this 
past week as we knew Homecoming was getting closer and that 
was shaping up to be a really good game that we wanted to make 
a little more push.”
The JMU fan base helped with this push, voicing its reasonings 
on why “GameDay” should be brought to Harrisonburg.
“It was an outpouring of support trying to bring ‘GameDay’ to 
JMU, which was awesome,” Fitting said with a chuckle. “By no 
means is that a deal breaker … but it certainly helps ... It makes 
you sort think if we did bring the show there, [about] the crowd 
involvement and support.”
Other non-Football Bowl Subdivision “GameDay” stops have 
included Williams College in 2007, Florida A&M University in 2008, 
North Dakota State University in 2013 and North Dakota State and 
Harvard University in 2014.
“We’ve just had such good luck with these FCS programs and 
getting a great turnout at the show,” Fitting said. “That’s something 
we’ve tried to be more cognitive of, is recognizing all of college 
football. The competitiveness, and that passion and pageantry goes 
along with all these schools, not just at the [FBS] top 25 level.”
Warner feels that the storylines associated with JMU football this 
year justify ESPN’s visit.
Some of these stories include Dukes’ undefeated 7-0 record, the 
second-longest regular season winning streak in the FCS (14), the 
presence of JMU alumnus Charles Haley (’86) — a 2015 Pro Football 
Hall of Fame inductee and five-time Super Bowl champion — for 
Homecoming, JMU’s offense, which leads the nation in multiple 
categories and redshirt senior quarterback Vad Lee as a front-run-
ner for Player of the Year, and his decision to transfer to JMU last 
year from a starting position at Georgia Tech University of the Atlan-
tic Coast Conference.
The success of Ohio State University’s head football coach Urban 
Meyer’s coaching tree presents a compelling story too, as JMU’s 
second-year head coach Everett Withers is a branch of that tree. The 
University of Utah and the University of Houston are also coached 
by former Meyer staff, and both programs are also undefeated.
JMU and Richmond are the only remaining undefeated teams 
in the Colonial Athletic Association and are poised for a marquee 
conference matchup. JMU is currently ranked No. 5 in the FCS, 
while Richmond is No. 13.
“It’s terrific exposure for the conference, it’s terrific exposure for 
FCS football,” CAA Commissioner Tom Yeager said. “I think that it’s 
a tribute to the kind of support that JMU has around their football 
program … It’s a big, big event for everybody involved.”
It’s tradition to return to campus for Homecoming as an alum-
nus at any school — this round of “Gameday” is a little different 
for Fitting. 
“Never in my wildest dreams did I ever think we would bring 
‘College GameDay’ to JMU,” Fitting said. “Sure we joke about it 
and people bust my chops about it … Here we are at Homecom-
ing, JMU’s a top-five team in a highly ranked versus ranked game. 
It’s crazy, it’s kind of surreal.”
Kickoff on Saturday at Bridgeforth Stadium is at 3:30 p.m.
COnTACT Richie Bozek at breezesports@gmail.com.
TOP LEFT Redshirt senior quarterback Vad Lee steps back to pass in Saturday’s win. TOP RIGHT Second-year head coach Everett Withers 
talks into the headset. BOTTOM Junior running back Khalid Abdullah and redshirt sophomore offensive lineman Aaron Stinnie celebrate.
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http://aprilmoorestatesenate.com/
“Paid for and Authorized by Friends of April Moore”
APRIL MOORE
VOTE
We should listen to the scientists.
“What’s happening to earth’s climate?”
is a scientific question.
More than 99% of the scientists agree
there’s a problem we urgently need to address.
Celebrating TEN seasons of
BLOOD, SWEAT, AND FEARS
See www.fearforest.net for more details
Come shoot our interactive
walking dead at Fear Crops 
$18 for both events
  or $13 per event
Cash Only! ATM Onsite
Schedule:
Beginning October 2nd
Every Friday & Saturday Night: 7-11pm 
Also Thursday 10/22 & 29: 7-10 pm 
& Wednesday 10/28 7-10pm
Where Only The Trees Can Hear You Scream
Oak Shade Road, Harrisonburg VA
1594 S. Main St., Suite 180
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
www.backcountrylounge.com








changes daily • carry out available
540-434-3575
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24 SaturdayHomecoming Dukes 5k
JMU vs Richmond Football Game
Homecoming Step Show 
8am, UREC
3:30pm Bridgeforth Stadium 
8pm, Wilson Hall
Fight Song T-Shirt Day
HomecomSing
7pm, Wilson Hall
All Day, Campus Wide
Wear your upside-down fight song T-shirt TODAY and win 
a JMU Bookstore coupon. Enter to win the grand prize - 
an iPad Mini - by posting a picture of you wearing your 
fight song T-shirt on Instagram, tagging @SAAJMU and use 
#JMUHomecoming in your post!
Join alumni, students, faculty/staff and the local community 
for the first ever Homecoming A Cappella Concert featuring 
all of our A Cappella groups! FREE!
23 Friday
Pep My Ride
Late Night Breakfast, Homecoming Theme
3-5 pm, Duke Dog Statue, Champions Drive
10pm-Midnight, E-Hall
Make posters for the football game and get your ride pepped 
for FREE by the Student Alumni Association and DC25.
Thursday22
Purple Out
7 pm, Bridgeforth Stadium
To kickoff Homecoming week and encourage school spirit, 
the Student Government Association, in partnership with the 
Student Alumni Association and JMU Athletics, is pleased to 
host the 13th Annual Purple Out event. 
21Wednesday
Student to Alumni Networking: College Life to 
Career Life
12-1 pm, Online














Information and details on all our 
Homecoming events visit: 
alumni.jmu.edu/homecoming
Welcome Back Alumni!
